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True Light Baptist Church 
recently celebrated their 94th 
Church Anniversary. 
 On Saturday August 27, 
2016, the church held its Com-
munity Day and church picnic 
that featured food, fun and 
physical fitness: a community 

True Light’s 94th Anniversary Celebration 
A Reminder Of The Importance Of The Church’s Mission

meal, carnival games, other 
activities and prizes — waffle 
irons, slow cookers and a televi-
sion for the grand prize.
 Church members and com-
munity members did Zumba 
workouts. 
 The weekend celebration 
was also about service, featur-

ing a Feed America Food Truck 
that aided the church in feeding 
more than 150 families.
 On Sunday August 28, 2016, 
the guest speaker was Rev. 
Jovan T. Davis, Senior Pastor 
of St. John Baptist Church of 
Boynton Beach, Florida, and 
who served as Senior Pastor of 

True Light from 2007 - 2011. 
 The church honored those in 
the congregation who had 50 
years of membership and those 
seniors blessed with lives that 
have spanned 90 plus years. 
 “The reason for our Com-
munity Day was to celebrate 
94 years of service to God and 
our community and to provide 
a loving outreach to those who 

are in need,” said Pastor Carl 
A. Pace. 
 He added, “We strive to be 
a place where the light of God 
shines and the love of God 
burns with compassion. This 
celebration reminded us of the 
importance of True Light’s mis-
sion, of Exalting God, Empow-
ering His People, and Engaging 
Our Community.”
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By Rick Pulliam
The Grand Rapids Times
A former GRPS student Rache-
al Floyd aims to shoot her up 
- coming film project, “Black 
Girls Be Like,” in the Grand 
Rapids area.
 Floyd is attended Grand 
Rapids Public Schools: Con-
gress Montessori, Ottawa 
Montessori, North East, and 
graduated from Creston High 
School in 2005.
 “At a young age, I knew 
that I wanted be involved in 
some aspect of film - making,” 
Racheal said to The Grand 
Rapids Times this week. “When 
I was a kid, I wanted to be an 
actress, but I got more into 
writing as I got older.”
 Older would mean after she 
enrolled at Tennessee State 
University and majoring in 
journalism, moving on to radio 
and television broadcasting 
and then landing in the right 
course. 
 “I took a creative writing 
course that allowed me to think 
outside of the box, so I made 
a film that was submitted to 
a national competition and I 
ended up winning the competi-
tion.”
 Enjoying her freedom of 
creativity, Racheal enrolled in 
the New York Film Academy.
 “When I went to the film 
school, there was an eight - 
week directing film workshop 
right in the heart of New York 
City where I really developed 
my love for film - making. I then 
came back to Grand Rapids 
when Michigan had a great 

Racheal Floyd To Shoot Film In Grand Rapids

film incentive that attracted 
a lot of film companies to the 
area,” she said 
 She went on to say, “I started 
as an intern, which lead to a 
staff position and I just started 
to work in the film industry. 
Even in the film business work-
ing as a crew member, there 
are not a lot of Black people or 
women, so I always felt called 
to make sure that I told stories 
that represented me and people 
who look like me. That has been 
the driving force for a lot of the 
things that I have done.”
 Racheal recently moved to 
Atlanta, Georgia because of 
Atlanta’s huge film and tele-
vision industry. She has been 
working full - time on both film 
and television projects.
 “I just finished working on 
the new Fast & The Furious 8 as 
a production assistant, which 
involves communicating to the 
crew and to the cast. I usually 
work directly with the actors, 
making sure that they know 
what is going on at all times 
and making sure that they have 
everything that they need. It 
has opened a lot of doors and 
created a lot of opportunities 
and I am extremely blessed in 
that regard.”
 Although she is also focusing 
her efforts on her individual 
film projects, in two weeks, she 
will begin working on the new 
Lee Daniel’s television show 
called “Star”.
 “It is a spin off from the 
show “Empire”,” she said. “This 
will be the very first season of 
the show, but right now while 

I have the time off, I am just 
focusing on my own projects. 
I’m currently in the process of 
gaining awareness and funds 
for a film that I wrote and will 
be directing in Grand Rapids 
during the summer 2017.”
 Racheal describes her film 
project, “Black Girls Be Like,” 
it as a coming of age film about 
a young girl whose talent has 
the ability to propel her out of 
her dismal surroundings and 
the faculty at her school that 
fights to nurture and cultivate 
that talent. 
 She say it is inspired by her 
former job at Grand Rapids 
Public Schools, at Gerald R. 
Ford as a Youth Advocate.
 “I got close to some of the stu-
dents. Their stories stuck with 

me, so I wanted to represent 
them in truth — not as what 
is often portrayed in the media 
or the news. I feel as though 
sometimes we whittle down our 
youth and marginalize people 
into groups and numbers. That 
takes away their humanity.” 
 Racheal has a lot to say 
about the significance of her 
new project.
  “I just wante educators to see 
that the kids that they label as 
a failing are people, that they 
have a story and that there they 
are more than just numbers. I 
also wanted to give people who 
don’t typically have a voice and 
a large stage a voice.” 
 It is also important to Rache-
al that youth see her in a posi-
tive light as someone who had 

a dream and is courageously 
pursuing it.
 “I just want young people to 
know that their dreams and 
goals are possible to achieve,” 
said Floyd. “Sometimes when 
you have a goal, it seems un-
achievable, but all you have to 
do is to take the first step and 
as doors begin to open and then 
continue to take the next step.” 
 My main goal is to bring 
something back to my com-
munity that raised me and is 
a large part of who I am and 
to show the kids that I use to 
work with that they have op-
tions and that you’re their goals 
are attainable. I want them to 
know that they are worthy. I 
want them to know that there 
are more jobs and things out in 
the world that may be of inter-
est to them than what they see 
here in Grand Rapids.”
 Racheal is selling t-shirts 
to help raise money for her 
independent film project “Black 
Girls Be Like”.  Readers that 
would like to purchase a t-shirt 
or donate to the film project, 
can visit www.indiegogo.com/
projects/black-girls-be-like or 
call (616)307 - 0105.

“I took a creative writing course that allowed me  

to think outside of the box, so I made a film 

that was submitted to a national competition  

and I ended up winning the competition.”

 

• Business Attire• Reservations & Networking 11:30 am -12 pm

Come and Join Us 
as we proudly 
host our:

Entrepreneurial Speakers Series
Grand Rapids Black Chamber of Commerce

Tuesday, September 13, 2016
11:30 AM – 1:30 PM

Brown - Hutcherson Fellowship Hall
1065 - 36th Street SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49508

Featured Speaker:
Mr. Joel Ferguson

President, Ferguson Development 
and F&S Development

Joel Ferguson was recently elected into the Greater Lansing Hall of Fame, for his help in creating 
quality jobs for the citizens of his hometown and throughout the State of Michigan. He co-founded 
two mid-Michigan television stations, served as the first African-American elected to the Lan-
sing City Council and is currently Chairman of the Michigan State University Board of Trustees. 
Spearheading a multi-million dollar business venture, he is working on two large commercial and 
residential developments. One, encompasses more than 150 acres of the former Michigan State 
Fair site in Detroit (Magic Plus, LLC) with hometown business partner and friend Lansing legend 
Earvin (“Magic”)Johnson”).

Ticket price: 
$38.00

RSVP: By Sept. 8th
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/grand-rapids-black-chamber-of-
commerce-entrepreneurial-speaker-series-tickets-27211880467

Lunch & Program 12 pm -1:30 pm

For More Information: Call 616-975-0127
Share this event with friends, colleagues and business organizations.


